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Points mean prizes: a university place

A-levels are the most popular form of post-
16 education but the points-led IB diploma
is catching up fast, says Sarah Richardson

GOVERNMENT tinkering with the
A-level system and a burgeoning school
culture of chasing league table success
are affecting the quality of post-16
education, according to a recent survey
of university admissions officers. The
volume of Government initiatives is

“ cited by 82 per cent of officers as
putting pressure on pupils and teach-
ersand forcing out independent think-
ing and creativity, the qualities most
prized by universities as school and
colleges.

The inflexibility of curricula and
restrictions on teachers’ creativity is
also mentioned by 67 per cent as a fac-
tor threatening teaching quality: 78
per cent of officers feel that schools are
simply “teaching to the test”.

The research, conducted annually on
behalf of ACS International Schools,
shows that the new diplomas receive
good support among university admis-
sions officers who feel that the new
qualification develops independent

inking and creativity more effectively
than traditional A-levels; 45 per cent
citing that independent thinking is a
core value of the new diploma, while
just 21 per cent say this of A-levels.

Overall support for A-levels has hard-
ened, however, with the majority of
admissions officers, 76 per cent this
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Almost three-quarters, 73 per cent,
of admissions officers want to see the
IB on offer in more state schools,
almost two years after state funding for
this independent qualification was
withdrawn.

University admissions officers recog-
nise the academic rigour of the IB
diploma, with just one per cent of IB
students awarded the top score of 45
points each year: 78 per cent of admis-
sions officers say it is harder to achieve
the top IB diploma score than it is to
achieve top scores in A-levels.

The international baccalaureate
diploma is a two-year programme,
based on a 45-point system. Students
must achieve a minimum score of 24
to earn an IB diploma, and the most
common score hovers near 30 each
year, which attracts 419 Ucas tariff
points; equivalent to 3.5 AS/A2 levels
atgrade A.

IB diploma students study six sub-

jects — three at higher level, three at

standard level. All six subjects have
exams, which are awarded a numerical
grade between one and seven. At least
12 points must be earned from higher
level subjects.

There are other requirements: that
you finish 150 hours of CAS (Creativity
— Action — Service), complete a 4,000-
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Ucas points, or six A-grades at A-level
and one B-grade at AS-level.
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using the Ucas tariff system,” he
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of admissions officers misjudge the IB
diploma score and place the equivalent
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begin. Sownak, who graduated this

Making the grade: Sownak Bose
receives his diploma from from Ginger
G Apple, school head at ACS Hillingdon

in Hillingdon, is starting a physics
degree at St Catherine’s College Oxford,
having achieved an impressive 40
points (out of maximum 45) in his
international baccalaureate.

“I had offers from all of the five UK
universities I applied for, ranging from
34 points from Leeds to 38 points from
Oxford - and all specified that I had to
achieve six or seven points in my higher
level subjects,” he says.

“Yes, they were challenging offers but
I'd recommend the course — the way
you have to take a foreign modern lan-
guage, for example, is useful both
professionally and personally and the
range of the diploma keeps your
options open.

In fact, my cousin, who lives in Oman,
is coming to stay with us for a couple
ofyears so that he can take the IB after
hearing about my experiences.”

Sownak and his family previously
lived in Dubai, where his father was
working and he attended school for 12
years studying under the Indian sec-
ondary school system.

“When my father was posted to Lon-
don, Ilooked at studying under British
and American systems as well as the
IB,” he says. “I chose to take maths,

ics and economics at higher level
and English, French and ITGS [Infor-
mation Technology for a Global Soci-
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Thriving at university and beyond
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Useful, practical and rather magical
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Recognition for excellence in IB education is key
to enrolment at ACS.

Our bespoke research presenting the views of

university admissions officers on university entry

gualifications provides a powerful media platform
to showcase this IB expertise.

Media coverage has helped secure:

Increased enrolment

A full High School

A great sense of institutional pride amongst internal
stakeholders



